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BOARD MEMBERS & CLUB REPRESENTATIVES for 2024 - 2025: 
Executive: 
• Co-Presidents: Lindy 

Berketa and Lorraine 
Omond  

• Vice President: Isobel 
McFarlane 

• Treasurer: Marcia 
Hakendorf 

• Secretary: Carolyn 
Palmer 

• Directors: 
o Bernadette Egan 
o Kae Martin  
o Lesley Siegloff  
o Sharon Vale 

 *Margaret Roland, Club       
Parliamentarian lead in centre 

 

Club Roles / Representatives: 

• Advocacy: Lead:  Lesley Siegloff: Sharon Vale, Marcia 
Hakendorf and Tawina Kopa-Kamanga 

• Archives / Historian Carolyn Colquhoun 
• Awards: 

o Young Women in Leadership 
o Woman of Inspiration 

 
o Sue Lear 
o Lindy Berketa 

• Correspondence Cintra Amos 
• Fellowship Marianne Kidd 
• Flinders Facts Kae Martin and Bernadette Egan 
• Fundraising Vacant 
• Greater Visibility Eronwy Edwards 
• Membership Committee Lead:  Jill Welsh: Carolyn Colquhoun, Sharon Vale, 

Sherry Proferes, Isobel McFarlane and Marianne Kidd 
• Nominating Committee Lead: Jill Welsh: Carolyn Colquhoun and Carolyn 

Palmer 
• National Council of Women 

representatives 
Lindy Berketa and Kae Martin 

• Parliamentary Liaison Margaret Rowland 
• Program Committee Kae Martin and Bernadette Egan 
• Service Projects: 

o Breast Cushions 
o Birthing Kits 
o Emergency Relief Vouchers 
o Sewing Circle 
o Toiletry Packs & Shoe boxes of love 

 
o Sarah Cunningham (also D23 Project Lead) 
o Sue Lear (also D23 Project Lead) 
o Isobel McFarlane 
o Lesley Siegloff 
o Isobel McFarlane 

• Western Collaborative against Family 
and Domestic Abuse 

Lesley Siegloff 

• XYZ (Extend Your Zonta) Lead:  Cintra Amos: Susan MacDonald, Jill Welsh 
and Carolyn Colquhoun 
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Marianne Kidd Barbara Spriggs 
Jessica Knight Sharon Vale 
Tawina Kopa-Kamanga Jill Welsh 
Sue Lear  

 

PAST PRESIDENTS: 

Charter President:  Esme Proudman (1981 – 
1984) 

Isobel McFarlane (2004 – 2006) 

Jill Welsh (1984 – 1986) Cintra Amos (2006 – 2008) 
Gwenda Cunningham (1986 – 1988) Carolyn Colquhoun (2008 – 2010) 
*Elizabeth Smith (1988 – 1990) Jodi Knoop (2010 – 2012) 
*Shirley Stagg (1990 – 1994) Anne Miller (2012 – 2014) 
Sarah Cunningham (1992 – 1994) Sue Lear (2014 – 2016) 
*Marjorie Smith OAM (1994 – 1996) Eronwy Edwards (2016 - 2018) 
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THE CO-PRESIDENTS REPORT 
FOR 

2024 - 2025 

 

Lindy Berketa                                     Lorraine Omond 

Everything has a beginning and an end.  So, it is with our experiment of having two presidents at the 
helm of Zonta Club Adelaide Flinders.  Our time has come, and we are handing over the gavel with 
renewed respect to the next leader and the new Board, having had the privilege of this shared 
leadership position for three years. In submitting our report, the following is a resume of the last 
twelve months activities.  Full details have been elaborated in the relevant reports by the Leads in 
each of the specific areas. 

We have had a wonderful time with a tremendous group of like-minded women, working to advance 
the goals of Zonta through service and advocacy.  We have made a concerted effort across the 
advocacy arena to promote and engage in the 16 Days of Activism.  Orange is fast becoming a 
universal, easily recognised and relatable colour in support of gender-based violence.  

Zontians work is being recognised and acknowledged across our communities with the name Zonta 
and purpose being advanced at many levels. Strategic activities within this area continues to be at 
the forefront of our all our members.  With the recent launch of Zonta Australia in June 2024 in 
Brisbane we now have a joint body to lobby the wider community when advocating for change and 
action. 

We are proud that our service projects have continued with the focus continuing in preparing 
Birthing Kits, Breast Cushions and Toiletry Packs.  The annual workshop with Walford Anglican Girls 
School in December 2024 resulted in a fantastic effort by the students in raising funds by 
coordinating a raffle to make 600 Birthing Kits. This workshop even attracted the attention of Hon. 
Nat Cooke MP who came along and spent significant time working alongside the students.  ZCAF 
members were very impressed with the strength, conviction and leadership shown by these young 
women. 

We have endeavoured to facilitate our meetings in the Zonta spirit by sharing a meal, fellowship, 
the collating of ideas and enjoying the company of busy women with similar ideals.  The adoption 
of the Consent Agenda (where reports are sent out prior to the meeting so that members can be 
fully informed and able to vote democratically when necessary) has certainly allowed us more time 
to share experiences.  Members have consistently attended the monthly dinner meetings which is 
a credit to them and our wonderful Program Committee have been extremely proficient in finding 
inspiring and thought-provoking speakers.  The ambience of the meeting room has been enhanced 
by the wonderful floral arrangements that just appear and brighten the room (many thanks to Susan 
MacDonald for sharing her floral artistry). 

Our Club has consistently raised funds to facilitate Programs and from the report that follows, we 
are financially in a good space.   Fundraising has become harder in current times and so in 
additional to our annual Movie Night we have successfully adapted our skills to actively seek grants 
and sponsorship to achieve our goals. This year, Marcia and Bernadette have worked tirelessly to 
bring our accounting records into the digital age, and we now have a system that will provide far into 
the future.   
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The Board has over the past few months, held their meetings during the second Monday morning 
of the month as a trial which has been well received.  The Board has been very proactive and has 
had the ability to respectfully share ideas, creatively offer support in a non-judgemental 
atmosphere and their enthusiasm has greatly benefitted this Club.  This work ethic is reflected in 
the Club maintaining a consistent membership who have a focus on achieving goals set.  It has 
been an absolute pleasure to work alongside these wonderful women.   

In June 2024, ten ZCAF members attended the Zonta International Convention in Brisbane. For 
some, it was their first opportunity to experience the atmosphere, to share the comradery, to learn 
more about Zonta and the ideals that we all hold dear. Our Club is enriched by the experiences 
brought back by attendees.  We are looking forward to the Area 23 Conference in Devonport in 
September 2025 and hope that many can attend.  The next Convention in 2026 will be held in 
Vancouver Canada and if members are able to attend, they will have a fantastic experience. 

Our Woman of Inspiration Award has grown from strength to strength. The ability to acknowledge 
women who have worked through some form of adversity and achieved their dreams is such an 
honour for our Club. This award is now in its 4th year and continues with the support by our 
wonderful benefactor, Wes Pickering and his family.   

We have actively sought contact and collaboration with other like-minded entities and 
corporations.  This has enriched us as leaders and allowed extension of our work into areas we had 
not thought possible. By meeting new people, listening to new ideas, we embrace new 
opportunities for the Club to move forward and ‘Build a Better World for Women and Girls’. 

And so, it is with a touch of sadness, but with a host of wonderful memories, that we take this 
opportunity to thank all the dedicated members of Zonta Club Adelaide Flinders for their support, 
friendship and enthusiasm.  

To our Board, a special thanks for their incredible support.  Our job has been made so much easier 
with the knowledge that we have had such a talented, reliable and professional group walking with 
us on our journey. 

We wish the Club continued success, yours in Zonta Fellowship,   

 

Lindy Berketa and Lorraine Omond, Co-Presidents 2024 - 2025 
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 COMMITTEE, PROGRAM AND SERVICE PROJECT REPORTS: 

1. Nominating Committee Report 
The Nominating Committee have the pleasure to announce the ‘Slate’ for the incoming Board for 
2025 – 2026: 

 
Co – Presidents  Carolyn Palmer 

Isobel McFarlane 
1st year 
1st year 

Vice President Cintra Amos 1st year 
Secretary Sue Lear 1st year 
Treasurer Marcia Hakendorf 2nd year 
Directors Bernadette Egan 

Mary Harman 
Kae Martin 
Lesley Siegloff  

2nd year 
1st year 
2nd year 
2nd year 

 
A special thank you to the members for accepting their roles onto the Board for 2025.  Thank you to 
Sharon Vale who has completed her 2-year term and importantly a big thank you to Lindy Berketa 
and Lorraine Omond who are after a 3-year term are stepping down as Co-Presidents of the Club. 

Jill Welsh - Lead, Carolyn Colquhoun and Carolyn Palmer – Nominating Committee 

 

2. Greater Visibility Committee Report: 

Members: Eronwy Edwards (Website, Facebook, Photography and Presentations) supported by 
Cintra Amos (Facebook). 

Once again, the club has maintained its presence in a conscious manner using a range of print and 
social media within and beyond the club.  

We continued to share our activities and photos on the club Facebook page and Cintra and Kae were 
diligent in posting activities (particularly during the 16 Days of Activism) during the Zonta year and 
responding to Facebook messages where appropriate. 

As a snapshot: 

• Our Facebook Page has 873 current followers with 94% women, and 6% men.  
• The age demographic remains consistent with 48% aged 65+, 19% aged 55-64, 18% aged 45-

54 and others is 15%.   
• The top locations list shows 53% of followers are from Australia, 25% from the US, 3.4% from 

Germany and 2.4% from France.  
• There were 2,096 views over the past 28 days. The views peak at times of major activity (such 

as the 16 Days of Activism). Mondays are the time of peak activity for views, followed by 
Wednesdays, with the least on Sundays and Fridays. 

The Web Page was updated regularly with dates and publications, and the Information Privacy Policy 
was reviewed where it relates to the publication of individual members personal details.  A variety of 
presentations, certificates and documents for club use were prepared and AV support was provided 
when required for our meetings. 

Eronwy Edwards - Lead of Greater Visibility Committee 
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3. Membership, Fellowship and Attendance Committee Report: 

Members: Jill Welsh (Chairperson), Carolyn Colquhoun (Member Records), Marianne Kidd 
(Fellowship) Sharon Vale (New member Admin) Sherry Proferes (Minutes) and Isobel McFarlane 
(Attendance).   On occasions we welcomed our Co-Presidents Lorraine Omond and Lindy Berketa to 
our committee meetings.   This Committee meets bi-monthly to discuss attraction and retention of 
members, mentoring and fellowship matters.  

Our membership is currently 24 after two new members joined in November 2024, namely Mary 
Harman ad Tawina Kopa-Kamanga.   We are also looking forward to inducting another member in 
May 2025.  Four members did not renew their membership this year due to interstate relocations, ill 
health and other commitments.   The strength of our club is enhanced by having some 11 Past 
Presidents among our membership.  Their knowledge and commitment is invaluable to the club.   

Our club is very proud that our member Lesley Siegloff who is the District 23 Advocacy Committee 
Chair, has been at the forefront in forming the new Zonta Australia.  Zonta Australia was formed in 
June 2024 to be a voice for advocacy at a national level, representing three districts (approximately 
102 clubs and 2,273 Zonta members) in Australia for Zonta International’s mission and objectives to 
build a better world for women and girls.  

This year service badges were presented to Constance Price 35 years, Sarah Cunningham 30 years, 
Eronwy Edwards 25 years, Lindy Berketa 10 years and Marianne Kidd 10 years.     

In June 2024, 10 members attended the Zonta International (ZI) Convention in Brisbane. This is only 
the third time in over 100 years that a ZI Convention has been held in Australia, and it was an 
outstanding success.   

Fellowship remains an important role of our club which includes acknowledging member’s 
achievements and wellbeing and as such we continue to send cards and emails to the wider Zonta 
District and Clubs.   These include congratulations, get-well wishes and condolence cards.   During 
2024-2025 fellowship has been extended to 8 people, with 2 thankyou acknowledgements being 
received.  

For an active and vibrant club, attendance and commitment is vital. Our meeting attendances have 
been excellent this year.  Isobel’s gentle reminder to RSVP and warm welcome is greatly 
appreciated.  The table set up and ordering our own meals continues to work well.   Thank you to all 
members who work to make our meeting space so welcoming.    

Overall attendance has been well supported this year with four members attending every meeting 
and another five members attending all but one. Meetings have been interesting and informative and 
again thank you to all for their participation. 

Membership is an important function of the club, and it is the responsibility of all members to seek 
out potential members and invite them to our meetings.  Robust membership will continue to 
enhance our Service, Advocacy and Fundraising. 

 
Jill Welsh - Lead of Membership Committee 

 
 

4. Flinders Facts Newsletter Report: 
The Flinders Facts continues to be very popular amongst our members and key stakeholders.  
During 2024-2025 four (4) editions were published with several commendations received after each 
edition.  Each newsletter provides a comprehensive synopsis of the activities undertaken by our 
club 

Kae Martin and Bernadette Egan, Editorial Committee 
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5. Program Committee Report: 

The key principles for the development of the options for the scheduling of our program for 2024-
2025 has been to provide the opportunity for fellowship through scheduling activities that: 

• support our service and advocacy projects 
• link with key global discussion topics; and  
• engage with guest speakers to broaden our knowledge on key topics which support our 

development.  

We have had the privilege to have an eclectic range of speakers who provided valuable insight into 
their area of expertise and interest.  Our speakers included Professor John Berketa (one of Australia’s 
leading forensic odontology dentists), Tawina Jane Kopa-Kamanga (to celebrate International Day of 
the Girl), Melanie Tate (CEO & Founder of Puddle Jumpers) and Stephanie Malan (CEO & Founder of 
the Village Co.).   

In addition, members have also been able to participate in supporting our service projects by 
assembling birthing kits, making orange ribbons and packaging breast cushions.   

Kae Martin and Bernadette Egan – Leads of Program Committee 
 

 
 

6. XYZ (eXend Your Zonta) Committee Report 

Our club has been holding social XYZ (eXtend Your Zonta) events for some years, as a way of 
strengthening bonds between members outside of official club meetings and activities. 

With the recent introduction of ‘Zonta Spirit’ by Zonta International, we find our XYZ events align 
perfectly with their description of Zonta Spirit as ‘the heart and soul of members, supporting clubs 
to create a strong culture of community, fun and friendship in an inclusive approach’. 

We have formed a strong relationship with Blue Illusion, who have hosted fashion parades for our 
XYZ in the past, and they have also become extremely supportive of our ‘16 Days of Activism’ 
campaigns and displaying orange ladies in their store.  In addition, they have also provided vouchers 
for everyone attending our Movie Night Fundraiser, as well as a raffle prize. 

In January 2025, we held an XYZ casual mid-week luncheon at the Republic Hotel.  It was a lovely 
sunny day, and twenty-four members, partners and guests gathered, and a fabulous time was had by 
all.  It was especially wonderful to welcome members who are not always able to make it to evening 
meetings. 

As it was Amelia Earhart’s birthday month, we raised a glass in her honour and dedicated the 
proceeds of our Christmas Raffle to the Amelia Earhart Fellowship Fund, established in 1938 in 
honour of the famed pilot and Zontian.  

Suggestions for XYZ Events are always welcome from all members. 

Cintra Amos - Lead 
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7. Advocacy Program Report:   

As many will know Zonta International has a strongly developing focus 
on Advocacy and has committed to four important dates identified  
as ‘4 shared moments of Activism’. Our leadership team has asked  
members to engage in initiatives focused on these moments, at various 
times throughout the year.   They are: 

• 8th March INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY AND ROSE DAY:  This is the day to promote gender 
equality and advocate for women in decision-making positions. On this day we emphasize 
Zonta’s commitments and activity in the United Nations (including the Commission on the 
Status of Women), the African Union and Council of Europe. 

• 2nd April EARTH DAY:  This is the day for actions for climate justice and highlighting the work 
of Zonta Says NOW to gender equality and climate change. - https://zontasaysnow.org.au/ 

• 11th October INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE GIRL CHILD:  This is the day for emphasizing 
education equality and the elimination of child marriage.  

• 25th November – 10th December 16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM/ ZONTA SAYS NO:  This is the time for 
focusing on the Zonta Says NO to Violence against Women campaign. 

The message of the Zonta Club of Adelaide Flinders regarding the elimination of Domestic Violence 
was shared widely this year through our displays of orange ladies and the distribution of information 
and orange ribbons and hearts to 20 sites located around Western Adelaide.  In addition, our 
engagement as members with the Western Collaborative against Family Domestic Abuse (WCAFDA) 
also ensured that our messages were widely shared.  

We were also actively involved in the WCAFDA free forum on “Family and Domestic Abuse in the 
Aboriginal Community” which was held for community workers at the Charles Sturt Council at 
Woodville.  At this forum we heard from extraordinary Aboriginal leaders who are working in and with 
their communities. I learned so much that day. 

Throughout the 16 Days we distributed orange ribbons and information and encouraged everyone to 
wear an orange ribbon.  When someone asked one of us about why we were wearing this colour, it 
was an opportunity to open a discussion about the terrible scourge of Domestic Violence we are 
facing in our community today. 

As is usual, these initiatives could not be achieved without the assistance of several members of the 
club, thank you everyone it was certainly a team effort 

Lesley Siegloff (Lead), Sharon Vale, Marcia Hakendorf, Tawina Kopa-Kamange and 
Claudia Turon - Advocacy Committee 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

https://zontasaysnow.org.au/
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8. Zonta Awards:   
8.1     Woman of Inspiration Award: 

In 2024, we recognised 3 recipients of the Woman of Inspiration Award.  
Wes Pickering’s daughter Amy Maguire presented the awards (In his 
absence) at the Handover Dinner in May.  The very worthy recipients were: 

• Jourdan Fairbank: 

Jourdan has worked with volunteers to establish a not-for-profit no kill animal shelter to 
rehabilitate and rehome abandoned, rescued and surrendered animals in all shapes and 
species.  They also work to assist the CFS in animal recovery after bushfires.  In 2022, they 
launched the “Four Paws Southern Foodbank” in response to the cost-of-living crisis, to 
provide pet food which enables people who are unable to afford quality food for their pets. 

• Atena and Anita Abrahimzadeh on behalf of Zahra Abrahimzadeh 

Atena and Anita worked with their brother Arman to gain purpose after the death of their 
mother Zahra.  They worked to establish programs which would support women’s financial 
independence, enable opportunities for educational pathways and ensure that there was a 
safe environment for survivors of domestic abuse while they rebuild their lives together.  As a 
result, they established the Zahra Foundation to honour their mother Zahra.  Today the Zahra 
Foundation is a very successful not-for-profit organisation that is providing services, not only 
in South Australia, but nation-wide.   

We offer our heartfelt thanks to Wes Pickering and his family for their continuing and generous 
support of this award in memory of an amazing woman, Trish Pickering. 

Lindy Berketa, Lorriane Omond and Jill Welsh – Women of Inspiration Committee             

 

8.2 Young Women in Leadership (previously referred to as Young Women in Public 
Affairs): 

The Young Women in Leadership Awards program, established in 1990 as Young Women in Public 
Affairs Awards by Past International President Leneen Forde, recognises young women aged 16-
19 years for their demonstrated leadership skills, their commitment to volunteerism and their 
support of Zonta International's mission of building a better world for women and girls. It 
encourages them to continue their participation in public and political life. 

Since the program's inception, Zonta International has given 1,128 awards totalling US$1 673 750 
to 956 young women from 61 countries. 

Our Adelaide Flinders Club recipient for 2025 is Lucy McDonald, a first-year student at Flinders 
University pursuing a double degree in International Relations, Political Science and Law and 
Legal Practice. Among her many volunteering activities, Lucy takes leadership roles on the 
Onkaparinga Youth Committee where she collaborates with peers to advocate for local change 
within her council and with the YMCA developing a program that educates young people on policy 
writing and advocacy at a state level. Without doubt Lucy is a very worthy winner with the 
commitment and passion to make a difference – we are certain to hear more of her achievements 
in the future. Thanks to Lesley Siegloff for facilitating Lucy’s application for the award. 

Lucy, along with other young women nominated by South Australian Zonta clubs had the honour 
of being presented with her certificate by the Governor of South Australia, Her Excellency the 
Honourable Frances Adamson AC at a reception at Government House.  

Sue Lear, Lead 
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9. Service Projects:   

9.1 Breast Cushion Service Project: 

The Zonta Breast Cushion Project provides vital support for women after  
breast cancer surgery, by the provision of a free breast cushion. The  
U-shaped satin (or cotton) pillow is worn under the arm with strap  
over the shoulder, giving physical and emotional comfort whilst sleeping, 
driving or other activities. It enables women to get back some kind of normality a little quicker, 
and shows we care. 

• Breast cushions were first produced by the Zonta Club of Botany Bay in the late 1990s.            
Our club was instrumental in bringing the project to South Australia in 2000, and to District 
23 as an ongoing District 23 project.  Our club continues to be actively involved by making 
and supplying direct to our allocated Hospitals which are Calvary North Adelaide, Western 
Community, RAH, TQEH, WCH, Mt Gambier, Naracoorte, the Cancer Council and on 
individual request.  

• The project is promoted by the Breast Cancer Network Australia in their ‘My Journey’ booklet, 
McGrath Foundation and by other breast care nurses.  

• Materials for the cushions are predominantly purchased through Kmart and Spotlight and our 
cushions are now in a cellophane bag, sealed with tape or bright ribbons. In 2024, we were 
very grateful to receive the RAA Grassroots Giving Program of $2,500 which has contributed 
to the purchase of materials along with private donations and Zonta fundraising activities.   

• We are very grateful for the ongoing support we receive through our monthly workshops at 
the Reynella Neighbourhood Centre, the Marion Quilters, our Annual workshop at Walford 
Anglican School for Girls and our members who provide their time to ensure that we have 
enough stock to be able to provide our nominated hospitals.   

• During the calendar year of 2024: 
o Our total costs have been $2,581.78, $2,030.00 was covered by the RAA Grant 
o A total of 599 cushions have been made and distributed to WCH 28, Calvary North 

Adelaide 145, RAH 260, Mt Gambier 34, Naracoorte 40 with 90 are being held in the Area 
2 pool. 

Since 2000 at total of 7,094 breast cushions have been distributed to South Australian women – 
what a fantastic effort. 

Sarah Cunningham, ZCAF Breast Cushion Project Coordinator and Lead for D23    
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9.2 Birthing Kit Service Project: 

Since its inception the Birthing Kit Foundation has distributed over  
2.8 million kits in more than 30 countries through our partner  
organisations.  In the year 2023/2024 252 000 mothers and newborns  
were helped. It has trained more than 10 000 traditional birth attendants  
and contributed to the prevention of FGM in several communities. 

It was great to be able to again hold our annual birthing kit assembly workshop at Walford 
Anglican Girls School as part of their Community Service Week activities in December 2024.  The 
kits were assembled by about 30 Year 11 girls and staff alongside the Zonta Adelaide Flinders 
members.  This group of students was particularly committed and enthusiastic as they 
assembled the kits from scratch, folding plastic sheets and inserting them into bags, cutting 
string and then assembling all the components (gloves, soap, gauze, string and scalpel) before 
packing the completed kits in boxes of 100. The kits were distributed in January shipments to field 
partners in Solomon Islands, DR Congo, Nigeria, Kiribati, Zimbabwe or Papua New Guinea. 

We were delighted to receive a visit from Nat Cook MP, Minister for Human Services. The girls 
interacted enthusiastically with her and were keen to demonstrate and discuss the kits they were 
assembling and their importance.  It was a magnificent effort to assemble 600 kits in record time 
(funded by our grant from CMV Group Foundation and a donation of $1,826 from Walford raised 
by the girls assembling and raffling 4 magnificent baskets).  

Thank you to the Year 11 students and staff and a special thank you to club members who 
supported the workshop. 

Sue Lear, ZAFC Birthing Kit Coordinator and Lead for D23 

      
9.3 Toiletry Pack Service Project: 

One of our major service initatives is the putting together of Toiletry  
Packs to support women at the Western Women’s Safety Services  
Shelter and the Aboriginal Family Support Services at Olga Fudge House.  
The toiletry bags are made using strong fabric (either curtain, corded or  
outdoor) and filled with basic essential toiletries.  

During 2024-2025 we were able to supply 50 Toiletry Packs to the Western Women’s Safety 
Services Shelter and 15 Toiletry Packs to Aboriginal Family Support Services at Olga Fudge House. 

Importantly, according to our records we have provided a total of 1,322 Toiletry Packs to these 
facilities since we commenced this service project.  

We are extremely grateful for the donations by members and the grant we received from CMV 
Foundation which assists greatly in the supply of items for the packs.   

Isobel McFarlane - Lead 
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9.4 Treasure Box Service Project: 

Each year, members provide small gifts that can be placed in a designer 
box so that some joy can be given to women who are in our various  
Women’s Shelters at Christmas time.  

In December 2024, 50 Treasure Boxes with small, personal, useful and beautiful items were 
prepared by our members.  These Treasure Boxes were delivered to both the Western Women’s 
Safety Services Shelter (42) and the Aboriginal Family Support Services at Olga Fudge House (8). 

Importantly, according to our records we have provided a total of 890 Treasure Boxes to these 
facilities since we commenced this service project.  

A big thank you to our members and friends who kindly donate to the Treasure Box Service Project 

Isobel McFarlane - Lead 
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 2024-2025: 

Club Account 
Statement of Income and Expenditure from 1st April 2024 to 31st March 2025 

Balance of Account as at 1st April 2024      $  6,194.47 
Balance of Account as at 31st March 2025     $  6,632.28 

 

Income 

Membership Dues     $   7,325.00 
Dinner Meeting Meals     $   1,620.00 
Women Of Inspiration     $   3,533.50 
Donations      $             5.00 
Miscellaneous       $    3,400.75    
  Blue Illusion Fund Raiser             $   145.00 

 Orange Ladies          $     10.00 
 Raffles / Handover Dinner             $   180.00 
 Over payment delegate fee          $     90.00 
 Movie Night tickets                       $  2,975.75 

A2 funds held       $3,833.00 

TOTAL INCOME                                $19,717.25 

Expenditure 

Zonta International Membership Dues   $  3,010.38       
D3 Membership Renewals x 23     $     920.00    
Guests Meals & Guests Costs    $  1,140.17 
Mid Biennium Dinner     $  2,045.00 
Badges and Flowers      $     130.00 
Board Expenses       $     583.00 
Miscellaneous      $  4,274.43 

  Refunds   $    548.64 
 ZI Convention Fees  $    650.04 
 Z Snaps – new members  $    100.00 

           Transfer Movie night tickets  $ 2,975.75 

Web / IT               $      504.91 
Affiliation Fees       $      140.00 
Women Of Inspiration      $  3,128.50 
Area 2       $  3,403.05    
  

TOTAL EXPENDITURE                  $19,279.44 
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Service Account 
Statement of Income and Expenditure from 1st April 2024 to 31st March 2025 

Balance of account as at 1st April 2025     $   9,440.16 
Balance of account as at 31st March 2025                          $ 17,701.76 

 

Income         

Fundraising          
   Movie Night      $ 13,678.25          

Services        
  Breast Cushions  $ 2,690.00  
   Toiletry Bags    $ 4,000.00 
  Birthing Kits         $ 1,826.05 

16 Days Activism    $    200.00       

Donations      $  1,639.00   
Miscellaneous      $      290.00 
Amelia Earhart Project     $      200.00   

 

TOTAL INCOME        $24,523.30 

 

Expenditure 

             Service Projects        
Birthing Kit Foundation  $  3,000.00    

  Breast Cushion  $  3,049.86    
  Toiletry Bags & Boxes  $  2,291.82  
  16 Days of Activism  $      583.23 
  Vouchers    $  1,000.00 

Movie Night     $ 6,046.79 
Miscellaneous    $     290.00 

  

TOTAL EXPENDITURE       $ 16,261.70 
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Woman of Inspiration Account 
Statement of Income and Expenditure from 1st April 2024 to 31st March 2025 

Balance of Account as at 1st April 2024      $ 5,663.06 
Balance of Account as at 31st March 2025     $ 4,710.73 

  

Income 

Interest     $       65.17 
Women of Inspiration Award Funds $ 2,500.00  
Reversal      $       16.00   

 

TOTAL INCOME               $  2,581.17 

Expenditure 

3 x Award Prizes    $  3,000.00 
Women of Inspiration Award Dinner $      533.50 

 

 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE              $  3,533.50  

  

Prepared by Bernadette Egan and Marcia Hakendorf, Treasury Team 2024-25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 



Zonta Club of Adelaide Flinders Inc. 
 

  Page 19 of 22 
 

ARCHIVES REPORT  2024-2025: 
The archives and history of our club are well recorded. As reported last year we are still far 
exceeding District guidelines and their recommendations.    

Electronic documents currently being archived are minutes of all board meetings, dinner and 
annual general meeting minutes, together with annual reports and monthly newsletters. Our Club 
Newsletter and Annual Report documents serve as a history of our club and a record of our service 
projects and fundraisers.  Other documents include the club’s updated constitution and any legal 
or government requirements such as the club’s Incorporation etc.  Records retained date back to 
our Charter and are presently kept at the home of Carolyn Colquhoun.  Electronic record keeping 
started in 2008.  Our Club electronic records are kept on the hard drive purchased by the club. 

This year I have been joined by Eronwy Edwards, and with her outstanding computer skills, we have 
been collating electronically our past and present Club Awards.  

It is now 2 years since Covid-19 impacted our club meetings. In June 2024, ten members attended 
the 66th Zonta International Convention held in Brisbane, Australia, which is only the third time in 
over a century that a Zonta convention has  been held in Australia. 

Our ‘Club History in Brief’ is included with this Annual Report.     

Carolyn Colquhoun, Club Archivist & Historian 

 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF ZONTA CLUB OF ADELAIDE FLINDERS INC: 
The Zonta Club of Adelaide Flinders was chartered on 2 December 1981, with the support of the 
late Dr Heide Taylor from the Zonta Club of Adelaide.  At that time we were part of District 16, which 
covered all of Australia and New Zealand. The district was split into two at the Auckland 
Conference in 1989 with New Zealand remaining as District 16. Australia then became District 23 
– later separating into Districts 22, 23 and 24.  
 
Within our District 23, which covers WA, SA, NT, Vic, Tas, we are one of 10 clubs in Area 2, which 
covers South Australia and Northern Territory.  

Our Charter was presented by Mrs. Leneen Ford who was at that time the Zonta District 16 
Governor, at the Hilton Hotel in Adelaide on 26th November 1982.   The club had 35 Charter 
members. Charter President: Esme Proudman, First Vice President: Paddi Lowry, Second Vice 
Chairman: Trudy Pohl, Treasurer: Liz Versteeg, and Secretary: Barbara Gepp. 

Meetings:  Held on the 3rd Wednesday of each month.   Meetings began at The Public Schools 
Club, and then moved to Ayers House for over 20 years, then in 2010 we moved back to our original 
home, the Public Schools Club.   In 2019, we moved to our current location at the West Adelaide 
Football Club.   

Club Board and Committees: For most of its history the Club Board has comprised: President, 
Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary and four or five Directors. Whilst it is preferable for Directors to 
chair a committee, this is not always possible.  

Past Presidents:  Charter President Esme Proudman (1981-1984),  Jill Welsh (1984-1986), Gwenda 
Cunningham (1986-1988), Elizabeth Smith (deceased) (1988-1990), Shirley Stagg (1990-1992), Dr 
Sarah Cunningham (1992-1994), Marjorie Smith OAM (1994-1996), Patricia Russell (deceased) 
(1996-1998), Fay Leditschke (1998-2000), Heather Sutton (2000-2002), Dr Pauline Glover (2002-
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2004), Isobel McFarlane (2004-2006), Cintra Amos (2006-2008), Carolyn Colquhoun (2008-2010), 
Jodi Knoop (2010-2012), Anne Miller (2012-2014), Sue Lear (2014-2016), Eronwy Edwards (2016-
2018), Heather Smigiel (2018-2020), Dr Lesley Siegloff (2020-2022) and for the current biennium 
2022-2024 and for the first year of the current biennium we have had co-presidents Lorraine 
Omond and Lindy Berketa. A new Executive Board will be installed at our mid-biennium dinner in 
May 2025.  

Our Club has had two Honorary Members – Jennifer Cashmore MP and Mrs Liz Scarce, wife of 
former SA Governor, Rear Admiral Mr Kevin Scarce. In 2024 member Jill Welsh received the Heidi 
Taylor Award for 40 years service to Zonta and the community. 

Membership:  Membership peaked at 48 in 1991 and fell as low as 18 in 2001.   Numbers have 
remained steady between 25 and 30 for some years.   In 2024 we dropped to 24, however we do 
have a prospective member to be inducted in May 2025. 

Length of service is valued and rewarded with Club service badges being given for every 5 years of 
service.  We are fortunate to have a wealth of knowledge within our club with half of the 
membership having over 15 years service and no less than 11 Past Presidents and 2 current 
Presidents among our membership. 

Fellowship is encouraged and is an integral part of our Club and members are congratulated or 
supported whenever the need arises. Cards, emails, Facebook messages etc are sent to the Zonta 
Community acknowledging achievements, well-being, condolences and thank you cards as and 
when required.       

Advocacy Projects: Advocacy is an increasing priority for Zonta, and we are active within our 
Combined Area Advocacy Committee. We support ACSO (Assoc. of Community Service 
Organisations SA). Our club has had a representative on the Adelaide White Ribbon Breakfast 
Committee since inception in 2008 and is also represented on the new White Ribbon Australia SA 
Committee. Members support and attend various IWD (International Women’s Day) events in 
March each year. Advocacy has become an integral part of our club. 

Service Projects: Service projects have addressed the Zonta priorities of health, education and 
economic self-sufficiency of women and girls.  

We strongly support the ‘Zonta Says No’ campaign against domestic violence.   We currently 
support women’s shelters with toiletry bags, and our Treasurer Boxes project and donate vouchers 
for basic shopping needs. In the past we have supported a girl’s vocational orphanage and learning 
centre in Cambodia, indigenous and migrant projects, scholarships for young women undertaking 
study or internships, the production of a video to provide information and treatment options to 
women diagnosed with breast cancer which was translated into several languages. We have 
partnered with the Girl Guides Association and The Zahra Foundation.    

Our club was one of only 2 within our district to win a grant from Zonta International to support a 
project whereby we partnered with another organisation. This was the beginning of our association 
with the Zahra Foundation, and the ‘Food for Thought’ and ‘Cooking on a Budget’ projects began.   
The Zonta Rug Project which began in 2005 was a very successful hands-on project involving not 
only Zontians but the wider community and approximately 250 handmade rugs are given away each 
year.   While this project is no longer a club project, some club members still participate with other  

Zontians and offer their services. We are active with all grant applications when they are offered, 
and we have been successful on occasions.  
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After receiving a very generous donation from Mr. Wes Pickering the club was able to establish the 
‘Woman of Inspiration Award’.  Confirmation from Mr. Pickering that this will be an ongoing annual 
donation has enabled our   club to make this an annual Award. 

Fundraising Activities: The Club's major fundraiser, an annual movie night has been held for over 
36 years.    Another very successful fundraiser was ‘A Taste of Zonta’ recipe book which included 
contributions from members and celebrities.   Over the years, we have held numerous social 
fundraising dinners, lunches, fashion parades, art exhibitions, and high teas to name a few.  In 
recent times regular sausage sizzles have been added to our fundraising activities and something 
new, garage sales.  Members are continually thinking of ways in which to boost funds, both for Club 
and Service use.   The Zonta Challenge and loose change purses to name two.  

Area Activities: The Club has been represented at all Area Workshops since Charter and hosted 
many of these, and several club members have served terms as Area 2 Director.  

District Activities: The Club has always been well represented at District Conferences and has 
been represented on the Zonta District 23 Board with Margaret Rowland serving as Governor, Lt 
Governor and Area Director 1994-2000.  Cintra Amos served as Area 2 Director and Lt. Governor 
2008-2012.   Carolyn Colquhoun served as D23 Treasurer 2010-2012.  Cintra Amos was the chair 
of the 2015 District 23 Conference Committee and was District Service Chair (2016-2018).  Sue 
Lear was District Chair of Young Women in Public Affairs (2016-18), and Margaret Rowland was 
appointed Chair of the District 23 Centenary Anniversary Celebration Committee (2018-2020).   
Past President Eronwy Edwards served on the District Board as Area 2 Director (2018-2020).  
Currently Past President Dr Lesley Siegloff is serving as Area 2 Director (2022-2024) and Eronwy 
Edwards as District 23 Foundation Ambassador (2020-2022) and D23 Area 2 Foundation 
Ambassador (2022-2024).  Lindy Berketa is currently servicing as Vice Area Director.   Past 
members Dr Pauline Glover served as Area 2 Director and Lt Governor 2004-2008 and chaired the 
District Advocacy Committee 2010-2014, and Anne Miller served as Vice Area 2 Director (2014-
2016). 

District Projects: The Club has strongly supported all District 23 projects including Breast 
Cushions which are made and offered to all women in hospitals undergoing breast surgery, and 
Birthing Kits which are packed and sent to third world countries for women to give birth in a clean 
birthing environment. 

Our club supports the Zonta District 23 conferences held every 2 years and 7 members travelled in 
September 2023 to Bunbury Western Australia.  In 2025 the D23 Conference is to be held in 
Devonport, Tasmania   

International Activities: The club supports all Zonta International biennium goals, projects and 
awards. The Club has been represented at most International Conventions since Charter.  
Brisbane, Australia was the venue for the Zonta International Convention in June 2024 with 10 club 
members attending.  This was only the third time a ZI convention had been held here in Australia in 
over 100 years.   In June 2026 Vancouver is the proposed venue.    

Zonta International Foundation for Women: Each year the Club contributes 1/3 of funds raised 
to the Zonta International Foundation, thereby supporting all ZI projects. Some members make 
individual donations, and the Club makes donations in the name of members on special occasions.  
These funds re used to supports the international projects, goals and awards each biennium.  
Eronwy Edwards is the current Foundation Ambassador. 
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Zonta Australia:  Formed in June 2024 to be a voice for advocacy at a national level for ZI’s mission 
and objectives to build a better world for women and girls, to establish relationships between Zonta 
and national bodies. Zonta Australia represents 102 clubs and 2,273 members in the three districts 
within Australia.  

Carolyn Colquhoun, Club Archivist & Historian (updated March 2025) 
 

 

OBJECTS OF ZONTA INTERNATIONAL: 

• To improve the legal, political, economic, educational, health and professional status of 
women at the global and local level through service and advocacy; 
 

• To work for the advancement of understanding, goodwill and peace through a world fellowship 
of executives in business and the professions; 

 
• To promote justice and universal respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms; and 

 
• To be united internationally to foster high ethical standards, to implement service programs, 

and to provide mutual support and fellowship for members who serve their communities, their 
nations and the world. 

 

ZONTA THANKS: 

Wherever your country of birth, what ever your faith or creed 

Give thanks for the meal we share today in Zonta Fellowship. 

 
But remember, too those who have no food today, not with guilt 

that we have so much, but with hope that, through Zonta service, 

They too may come to share the same in peace and harmony 

 

 

  

  

 


